"I am completely at a loss to
reply,'* he said*

|fl will describe something more/"
said I, "which will convince you of
the truth* You are probably aware
that the biles of the different animals
unless mixed with aromatic roots can-
not form a prescription/'

"Yes," he said*

"Tell me/' said I, 'jHow he

the exact weights of medicine to such

a nicety? As yon are a physician you

probably know   only   too   well   that

you put four hundred fmiskals* of a

particular leaf or fruit, and one or two

of another in a compound prescription^

some   few   'miskals5   sometimes   less

sometimes more, till the prescription

reaches a satisfactory point. When a

particular dose of a particular   medi*

cine is gi?en to a,   patient  suffering

from diarrohoea,, it cures  him   of   it^

yet the same medicine in large dosea

when gi?en in a case  of cholic   has

quite an opposite effect, and  set   up

purging. How came the physician by

the   knowledge   of   the    effects   of